Community members,

The Explore Gwinnett team is proud to recognize outstanding members of our hospitality community who help make our destination shine. During our 2025 Cirque du Gwinnett Holiday Party, we celebrated a banner year for tourism in Gwinnett County, and much of that success was made possible by the dedicated professionals who work alongside our team to elevate the visitor experience and showcase the very best of our destination. 

Hospitality Partner of the Year: 
· Melissa Sloan, Director of Sales at LBA Hospitality, Courtyard Marriott Downtown Duluth, Ga
· Greg Sims, General Manager at Dave & Buster’s Inc. 
· Ian Khan, Banquet Manager at Proof of the Pudding Gas South District

Community Partner of the Year: 
· Dr. Antwawn Sheats, Assistant Principal/Community School Director 

“These honorees reflect the very best of Gwinnett County as a welcoming destination for travelers,” said Lisa Anders, chief operations officer at Explore Gwinnett Tourism and Film Office. “We were thrilled to gather with our partners to mark their accomplishments, our community and a year of remarkable achievements during our annual celebration.” 

As part of the event, Explore Gwinnett partnered with Project Kids Eat, an organization serving children and families living in extended-stay hotels.  More than 6,100 essential items were collected through partner donations, which will be distributed to adults and children staying in extended-stay properties throughout Gwinnett County.

In addition to collecting essential items, Explore Gwinnett also partnered with attendees throughout the event to stuff 100 holiday stockings for children ages 2-18. Each stocking was filled with thoughtful gifts like books, colored pencils and games. To make each gift even more meaningful, every stocking included a handwritten note from the attendee who assembled it, sharing holiday wishes and words of encouragement for the year ahead.

“During this season of giving, we are incredibly grateful to our community partners who came together to generously support those in need,” said Madison Chucci, senior community development manager at Explore Gwinnett Tourism and Film Office. “It was important to our team not only to meet the essential needs of children, but also to spread joy through the thoughtful stocking gifts.”

For anyone interested in donating to Project Kids Eat, reach out to Madison Chucci at madison@exploregwinnet.org. For more information on Explore Gwinnett, visit ExploreGwinnett.org. Stay up-to-date on the latest news by following @ExploreGwinnett on Instagram or ExploreGwinnett on Facebook. 
